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ConsipERATIoNS on the State of the Britifh Trade, Fc. 





From €uefoap, June 2. to Churspay, June 4. 1713. 





Farther Remarks on the Petition of the Turky Company. 
The Folly of Petitioning for what « Granted already. 


A Letter from Conftantinople. 


The Subftance of the Merchants Reprefentations Collected. | | 
A particular Account, how they are all anfwer'd'in the Treaty, and more Granted than they Demanded: 





§ the laft Paper fignified, that the Obfervations, 
* neceffary to be made on the Memorials, Re- 
prefentations, Petitions, &c. of the Merchants 


were not finifhed; fo, to begin,where that 
left off, the ‘Subject muft be continued a while in this 





- day’s Paper, tho’ with as much Brevity as the Cafe 


will admit. 

There feeds very little to be added to the Remark 
made on the Conduct.of the Levant-Company in their 
former anid prefent Applications about their Trade: The 
Company are very happy in having a Sovereign, who 
anfwers the true Meaning of their Petitions to. their 
Advantage ; when the Meaning they themfelves would 
put upon them, would be their own Lofs. This is made 
very plain in the lat MERC ATOR; where it ap- 
pears, that the Conftruction the Company wotld have 
put on the Words of the Ninth Article, ( viz.) Goods 
and Merchandizes of Britain, would be the Ruin of that 
very Irade,which they Petition to fuppfort; and would 
Prohibit all their Levant Goods in France. Such People, 
like Children, muft be dealt with by the Nature of 
things, and muft have given them not always what they 
DO ask, but what they WOULD ask. 

To cOme next to their prefent Application to the 
Parliament; to whom they have now prefented a Petition. 

There are two forts of Petitioners in the World, 
whofe way of Petitioning is becomé very p@pular ; 
(1.) Thofe,; who Petition for what cannot be Granted : 
And, (2.) Thofe,who Petition for what is Grantedalready. 

Whether the Petition of the Levant Company now 
prefented, has one or other of thofe Qualifications, or 

th of them, will beft appear, by comparing but the 
Title of their Petition with the Ninth Article of the 
Treaty. 

1. Their Petition, as bythe Title printed itl the Votes 
of May 30. prays, That the Privilegeswhich were formerly 
ensoy'd “by thofe,who Imported Turkey Goods into Fnance, 
lhould be again reffored, upon paying no bigher Duties,than 
according to the Earithiof 1664. which Prayer is fo di- 
rely anfwer'd in the Treaty, that nothing can be plainer ; 
for they have all the Privileges granted which thofe,who 
did Import Turky Goods into France formerly enjoy'd ; 
and all Duties are taken-off, but what were payable by 
the Tariff of 1664. both which are clearly made out in 
the laft Paper (Numb. 4.) 

But one thing feems to be affirm’d in their Petition, 
which wants Truth to fupport it (Viz.) That the Turky 


% 
Trade wants:farther help to oppofe the French, who, 
(they fay) are bécome our great Rivals inthe Woollen 
Manufacture: In Anfwer to which, the following Letter 
from Conftantinople, written to an eminent Turkey 
Merchant in BBindon., is offered o Confideration; the 
Original whereof is ready to be produced. 


Galata, March 17. 1718-13. 
7 4 


HE Frenth Man of War mentioned in our laff to be 
» expeEled, arrived imfew days after the Greyhound, and 
brought about 170 Bales of Cloth, 7 Bags.of Pépper, fomet 
Cacbaned; Indigo, and other Goods; and a {mall French 
Ship arrived about ten days ‘ago, brings near 7OmBales of 
Cloth, 20 Bales of Perpets, fome Indigo, Sagar, Caps. Pa- 
per, and Pepper : Since the Arrival of the Greyhound, 
the French Trade cs got to a perfetl Stand ; and the great, 
Quantities of Cloth they've Imported lately, togethér wath a 
very bad Trade at Marfeilles, feems to porten a Soral Reint 
to their Trade. * , 


The Greyhound brought about 5000 Englifh 
* Long Cloths. 


aS 


Some Confiderations might be offered Rere, upom 
ther Turky Companies defiring the liberty to carry thei 
Raw-Silk from England to Frayce ;.and yet at the 
fame time Petition, that the Silk Manufaéures here 
fhould receive Encouragement ; as if carrying the Silk 
abroad (which is a mene to keep up the Price of Silk) 


fhould at the fame time be a means to Epcourdge the 


Weavers and Manufaéturers of Silk in this Kingdom, « 


a 


- 


This Myftery is referr’d to them to unfold. Alfo , 
the Confiftehcy of their defiring to fupply Franéee™ 


with Raw Silk, atthe fame time that they defire 
the Silk Manufafures of France fhould not be Encovu- 
raged. 

Thefé Things are lett to the Confideratiommot the 
Company, to let them fee, at leaft fuch as are Cohcern’d 
in them, into what Abfurditics they” mays fun ‘when 
they fubmit to thag MEAN Error, which is now fo 
much the common’Prattice, (viz.) of mingling private 
Interefis and Matters of Commerce with Affiirs of the 


Statef*making Trade a Party-Caufe, which ought above — 


all to be fige and uncencera’d in fuch things. 





” Phefe Obfervations fhall be concluded, as to the 
Turkey Company, with this: farther Remark only, 
That howevertheir other Expreflions may differ, yer in 
this, all their Memorialé agree, (viz.) That their Trade to 


France witli the Goods of the Levant, is, (ufing their own 
Woftls)A very benefical,. profitable, advantageous Trade to 
this Tiaiaal fic thevn, that thete are many Gentle- 


men in the Turky Companywho are of a different Opi- 
ion, and who fpeak of t Things in a different 


ima showever they may now be over-ruled or out- 
yored by Numbers, broyghit in by Defign. 

But other Teftimony may be called to, this thing : 
The Ciry of Briftol fhall féin with the Levant Company 
in a ‘lick Acknowledgment of rhe Advantages of 
the Trade from England to Exance : ‘he Memorial from 
the Merchants of Briftol hang this Expreflion in it, 
(Viz) Ge 
“There hath formerly been Exported from hence 
“ ¢ France, gredt Quantitiesof Woollen Manufactures ; 
© alfo Coals, Lead, Leather, Calves-Skins, Herrings, 
«¢ Butter, Tobacco, and Sugars ; by which means,a Bal- 
“¢ Jance lay on our Side, aad a great deal of Money was 
“ drawn from thence. 


Briftol, May 25. 1709. 
Sign d, 


Fames Hllidge, Mayor. 


This the Brifol Merchants give as a Reafon for 
opening the Trade again, and bringing it to the fame 
‘Gondition it was in before, (viz.) in the Year 1664. 
which being Effectually done by the Treaty, it follows, 
from their own Words, the Ballance willlye on the Englith 

"file, and a great deal of Money will be drawn from 
France. : 


ej 


The Eaft-India Company might be broughtin toreftifie 
this Truth alfo : But underftanding that they have called 
a General Court, in order to ftir pp their’ Adventurers, to 
the fame prepofterous Steps, by the Example of the 
Turky Company (Viz.) Zo Petition.the Parliament jor 
what is Granted them already ; and this, altho’ the Pro- 
vifion for them is as plain and exprefs as Words can 


make it, and perhaps the Subftance too better than they. 


would ask for theinfelves; for thefe Reafohs their Eyi- 
dence is omitted Here. 

But when the Silk-Manufacture fhall come to be the 
Subject of this Paper, as has been promifed, ic may 
be Enquired ; 1 Since the Turky Company do 
own, that the Silk they furnifh to the French is the 
Product of the Englith Woollen Manufactures, and the 
Eajt India Company know the Raw Silk wrought up.in 
India is not fo, whether is it the Intereft of England to 
Encourage the firft or the laft? 2, Whether fome farthér 
Duties, and other RefttiStions upon Eaft4ndia Silks, 
may not be neceffary, infavour not only of our own Silk. 
Manufacturers, but of the other Silk Manufa@urers of 


Europe, whofe Raw Silk is (as above) the Produst of » 


the Britith Woollen Manufafture? But to return to the 
Memorials of the Merchants, &c. 

In general, all the Memorials, Petitions, and Repre- 
fentations given in, as well from Publick Bodies of Men 
as from private Merchants, do allow, that if the Priyj- 
leges, Advantages, Abatements of Duties, &c. which 
they requeft, or reprefent as needful, may be obtained 
there will be a great and beneficial Trade driven om 
England to France. 

, loanake it plain then, that all thofe Privileges, Ad- 
vantages, Abatements, &c. are really obtain’d by the 
Treaty, the Contents of thofe Memorials are here fum’d 
up (the Memorials themfelves being too long, and) 


moft of them demanding the fame Thing with but 
little Variation. 


All they Petition for may be reduced to thefe Heads. 


. Reduftion of Duties in France upon our Goods, 
efpecially the Woollen Manufaétures, to the 
Taritf of 1664. 

. Liberty of carrying all our Manufactures into 
France, and the taking off all Prohibitions. 

2, Abolithing the 52 Sols per Ton, and the Droit ax 


being 


wd- 


b> 


i \ 


‘ 
4. Libetty of Importing Tobacco into France, and 
ot Selling it there free from the Farm. 
. Liberty of Importing Levant Goods, either direct- 
ly frony the Levant, or from England. 
6. Liberty of Importing Eaft-India Goods into France. 
‘y, Britih Merchants to be free from the Papier 
Timbrée, or Stamp’d Paper. 


wa 


8. That Ships may trade Coaftways in France without 
? double Demands: of» Cuftoms, &c. Ships may 
deliver part of their Cargo in France, and pro- 
ceed withthe reft without paying Duties. 
&: Surrender of Hudfon’s Bay and Straight, New- 
foundland and the Fithery, Annapulis, and No- 
va Scotiz. . 
1¢. Reparation of Damages to Merchants 


1. Obtain'd, with a Referve only to Cloths and Cfoth- 
Serges ; which is to be debated by Commiffioners, 


and at moitto pay but as in 1699. 
2. Obtained. 


a) 


. Obtain‘d generally, (tho’ the Dutch pay it Coaftways ;) 
as alfo the Drcit au bein, which was a cruel Guitom 


that gave all the Eftates of Englifh Merchants, who 
died in France, to the King, 


4- Obrain’d ; only as to the Farm, referr’d. 
5. Obrain’d. 


6. Obtain’d. 

7. Obtain’d ; and (which was not ask’d) a Freedom of 
Religion and Chriftian Burial: Things the Petiti- 
oners thew'd little Concern about. 


| 8. Obtain’. 





9. Obtain 'd; together with the Iland of Sr.Chriftophers, 
which was not ask’d. 











| 1¢. Obtaurd; the Quantum only being referr'd. 


Thus all their Requefis are Granted, and more than they have Demanded; and they all grant under their 
Hands, that in Cafe thefe things could be obraun'd, the Trade to France would be a grear and advantageous Trade 
to Gregg Britain. ow they would pretend to deny it afterward, may be the Subject of future Speculations. 
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